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A NORTH East Valley pensioner whose home is 

threatened by a massive slip is worried about hav-

ing to face a massive clean-up bill. Jenny Findlater 

(76) believes the settlement offered by the Earth-

quake Commission (EQC) will not come close to 

covering the clean-up and repairs.  

Her property was badly affected during the July 

floods when earth, rocks and trees slid down her 

hillside section to one side of her house. She was 

evacuated for weeks from her Montague St home, 

where debris still blocks her front entrance.  

Mrs Findlater says correspondence arrived in Oc-

tober from EQC who “offered a paltry sum of 

$35,000” for repairs and the clean-up. “Can you 

imagine it. It would hardly build a retaining wall 

here, let alone clean up the mess.” 

A chap who came up with his chainsaw suggested 

35 truckloads would need to go out of here, she 

says.  

Her home was insured, but her insurer, Tower, 

advised her it was an EQC claim. 

EQC told her they would send her the engineers’ 

reports after settlement, she said. “Well it reeks 

that they have got something to hide, doesn’t it?”  

A spokesman from EQC says the commission’s 

approach is to cash settle claims and not under-

take a managed repair which has been explained 

to Mrs Findlater. “Our staff have been in contact 

with Mrs Findlater and her family on several occa-

sions to discuss her claim and settlement, which is 

the maximum entitlement under the EQC Act.” 

EQC has provided Mrs Findlater with the engineer-

ing report for her property, the spokesman says. 

EQC typically sends customers the valuation report 

and scope of works when their settlement pay-

ment has been made or if the information is re-

quested. 

Mrs Findlater still manages to laugh as she says 

she just has to ‘’keep going”, but she is still on edge 

knowing it could take months for her situation to 

be rectified. 

“It makes you really think twice about having insur-

ance. When it first happened everybody said ‘well 

this is what you have insurance for’ and I thought 

‘great’, but If this is the way you are treated why 

have insurance.”—Julie Howard, Valley Voice reporter 

‘Paltry sum’ upsets pensioner 

Jenny Findlater stands in front of the massive slip which still threatens her home. Photo: Julie Howard 
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NEWS 
Project Buy local this Christmas 

Valley Project office hours: Tuesday–Friday, 9am–4pm, closed Mondays and school holidays 

Join the social enterprise revolution 

WE HAVE been getting some great ideas for social 

enterprise within the valley with the aim of gener-

ating an ongoing source of funds for our commu-

nity activities and events. For these to happen we 

need help. If any of these ideas interest you, con-

tact the lead person to see how you can support 

the project.  

The Valley Card has been launched and now we 

need to promote it, get more businesses and ser-

vices to take part, and encourage people who live 

and work in the valley to purchase one. Contact 

Rob Thomson: robthomson@northeastvalley.org  

The Stitch Kitchen will be a hub to share skills and 

inspiration to transform the everyday things we 

wear and use into treasures that delight and in-

spire us. Contact Fiona Jenkin:  

justatelier@gmail.com. 

Jenny is looking for marketing and distribution 

assistance for a Valley Poetry souvenir booklet 

featuring neighbourhood points of interest with 

photography and poetry. Contact Jenny Longstaff: 

j.a.longstaff@gmail.com or 021 132 6053. 

Noelle would love to see a Valley Bakery that not 

only sells affordable locally baked bread, pastries, 

pies and muffins but provides employment and 

training for younger members of the community. 

Contact Noelle Tangonan:  

noelletangonan2009@yahoo.com. 

Be part of the Quarry Project ideas team, which 

wants to buy the quarry on North Rd and turn it 

into something for our community. Contact Belin-

da Cridge: belindacridge@outlook.com  

The Tinkering Artisan sees the Tinker School and 

Grid Coffee teaming up to offer barista training for 

young people over the age of 16 alongside a re-

pair café to engage people who love to fix, mend 

and repair things. Contact Andrew Bowen:  

andrew.kidzink@gmail.com or 021 982 216. 

Imagine a Labyrinth is a project that would add to 

the valley’s vibrancy by providing a community 

asset as well as an artistic and practical tourist 

attraction. Contact Scott Muir: scottc-

muir@gmail.com or visit the Facebook page ‘A 

Labyrinth for North East Valley’. 

Meg has a fledgling idea to Care for Carers by 

providing support for relatives and friends of the 

residents of Ross Home and the Otago Communi-

ty Hospice. Contact Meg Davidson:  

megdavidson@actrix.co.nz  

Calvin floated the idea of a Gondola Service from 

Bethunes Gully up to the top of Mt Cargill where 

there could be a lookout and restaurant. Contact 

Calvin Oaten: calvino10@xtra.co.nz. 

Locally produced souvenirs could cater to the 

huge numbers of tourists who visit Baldwin St. 

Contact Rob Thomson:  

robthomson@northeastvalley.org.  

—Rob Thomson, Valley Project board member 
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support those who  

support our community 

473 6066 
30–32 North Rd 

Can & gift donations for Kai Share 
THIS CHRISTMAS the community is being asked 

to support recipients of the North East Valley Kai 

Share food-box service through its annual can 

drive or its new gift: donations for children.  

Kai Share co-ordinator Tamsin Greer says as they 

get to the end of the year they are aware some 

families might go without food when their food 

supplier Kiwi Harvest closes down for three 

weeks in December and January. “So, similar to 

last year, we decided we would do a can-drive 

again.”  

Kai Share has helped over 80 families already 

this year. Each week as long as they have enough 

vegetables and fruit going out to families, Kai 

Share tries to build up a supply of canned food. 

“We just retain the cans so we can build up a wee 

supply to give to families to help over those three 

weeks of nothing,” says Tamsin. 

Donations of canned goods, long-life foods such 

as cereals, baking ingredients and even toiletries, 

or a new or used gift in excellent condition suita-

ble for children aged between 3 and 15 years 

can be dropped off to the Valley Project commu-

nity rooms on North Rd until 4pm on 8 Decem-

ber, she said. —Julie Howard, Valley Voice reporter 

*Kai Share is closed from 18 December and  



 

 

Like us on Facebook 
— Otago Plunket 

 

Plunket Clinic now at the  
Gardens Corner (by the post 

boxes), Opoho Road 
 

Phone Melissa Plunket Nurse 
for an appointment 

027 6877925 or Plunket Area 
Office  (03) 474 0490 

Plunketline 24/7 0800 933 922 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Plunket's Vision  
In the first 1000 days we make 

the difference of a lifetime 

 

Ph Marco at Family Works 
Buddy Programme 470 0840 
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ALMOST 13KM of old and poorly performing 

water, wastewater and stormwater pipes in 

North East Valley and Opoho will be replaced 

in a two-year project due to start next year. 

Construction is likely to begin in February 

2018 and run until early 2020. 

The Dunedin City Council’s capital delivery 

team leader, Dominika Biziak-Kochan, says 

the work will improve the area’s water so it 

has better fire flows. It will also reduce the 

wastewater overflows that can occur during 

heavy rain. 

“The main aim of the work is to improve flows 

for firefighting, but residents will also benefit 

from fewer burst pipes and unplanned shut-

downs.” 

North East Valley has been identified as one 

of three areas in the city where stormwater 

and groundwater enter the wastewater  

network particularly in heavy rain. Wastewater 

can also get into the surrounding soils. 

“When we replace the wastewater pipes, we 

should see fewer of the overflows that cause 

manholes to pop up in heavy rain. The over-

flows to Lindsay Creek in heavy rain should also 

reduce, but the problem won’t be completely 

solved at this stage,” says Mrs Biziak-Kochan. 

The DCC will work with the contractor to mini-

mise disruption to residents. “Traffic manage-

ment will be used for streets where work is be-

ing done. Some water shutdowns will also be 

needed at times,” she says. 

The DCC will hold a public drop-in session at 

the Valley Project community rooms 

on Tuesday 12 December from 2.30pm to 

6.15pm to provide information about the pro-

ject and address any concerns.  

More information about the project is available 

at www.dunedin.govt.nz/nevrenewals. 

Some disruption as pipes replaced 

Manholes on James St pop up as water overflows 

from the stormwater pipes during flooding this July. 

Dr Hamilton is 
warmly welcoming 
patients into his  
new centrally  
located practice  

on Albany Street. 

Albany Street Medical Centre 
477 8812 

29 Albany St, North Dunedin 

Dr Matthew Hamilton 

To register come down or call for more info 

Welcoming New Patients 

 WATERING THE plants and eat-

ing fresh raspberries off rasp-

berry bushes are fond child-

hood memories which have 

inspired a North East Valley 

woman to open ‘Residence’, a 

small destination indoor-plant 

shop on Blacks Rd. 

Sara Jackson-Falconer has a 

creative background and is a 

mother to two young children.  

Sara says she restored an old, 

unused garage offered by 

Christopher Wilson of Blacks 

Road Green Grocer to use as 

her space to sell indoor plants, 

palms, ceramics and vegetable 

seedlings. 

“My parents are avid gardeners. 

We grew up with a big vege  

garden and indoor plants.”  

The regular theme as a child at home from her parents was “you clean the silver, you water the 

plants, you do the dishes and you water the plants”. We had to take care of the plants. Plants are 

“good for the air, good for the mind, good for your health”.—Julie Howard, Valley Voice reporter 

Sara Jackson-Falconer stands outside her new shop 

"Residence" on Blacks Road. Photo: Julie Howard  

Childhood connection to plants 

http://www.dunedin.govt.nz/nevrenewals


 

 

North Dunedin 

Dakin Electrical 
 
 

* Guaranteed Electrical Service 
* Reasonable Rates 

* Pensioner Concessions 
* Domestic and Commercial 

 
 
 

Ph: 473 7981 
88 Selwyn St, NEV 

027 4322 381 

 

A-Team Maintenance 
Home/Building Repairs 

& General Maintenance 

Marty Hillerby 
Builder/Joiner 

25 Cardigan St 
North East Valley, Dunedin 9010 

M: 027 6000 404 
a-teammaintenance@outlook.co.nz 

Open VUE Hui celebrates school pupils’ research 
THE OPEN Valley Urban Ecosanctuary (Open VUE) project was launched at a 

hui last month. The aim of Open VUE is to enhance the valley’s natural environ-

ment. 

Pupils from Pine Hill School, Dunedin North Intermediate, Opoho School and 

North East Valley Normal School presented their research findings on birds in 

the valley.  

The pupils’ power-point slides, research posters and artwork demonstrated the 

distribution of birds in their gardens, that feeding options that attracted differ-

ent species of birds, and predators caught on camera. This project was funded 

by Curious Minds. 

Open VUE will be running a series of workshops in 2018 that will build on the 

pupils’ research in the areas of biodiversity enhancement, eco-sourcing and 

propagating native seeds, and safe predator control options.—Robyn Zink  

Members of the community enjoy a presentation from 

school pupils about their research into predators and birds 

in the North East Valley area. 
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Valley  
Copy  
Centre 

convenient 
local 

support your community 
Print or photocopy at the  

community rooms 

262 North Rd 

voice@northeastvalley.org 

 

MY NAME is  

Melissa Ward and I am 

the new principal at Pine Hill School 

in Dunedin. I have been in education 

for 13 years and have moved from a  

previous principal position in South 

Otago. 

I am loving my new role. Pine Hill is  

a wonderful school with fabulous 

pupils and staff.  

We have a very supportive Board of 

Trustees and the school is well  

supported by its own school com-

munity of parents and caregivers as 

well as the wider community.  

I have a real passion for education 

and I am excited and privileged to 

be the principal of such a fantastic 

school.—Melissa Ward, Pine Hill 

School principal 

school 
NEWS Principal excited about new role 

Give a gift of toys this Xmas 

THINKING OF a fun 

and sustainable gift 

for kids this Christ-

mas? The Dunedin 

City Toy Library 

now has gift vouch-

ers.  

New membership 

options have re-

cently been intro-

duced, including a 

temporary mem-

bership of $10 for 

three months – 

great for visitors! 

Standard member-

ship options start at $25 per year and all options can be 

viewed on our website: dctl.mibase.com.au. Purchase 

vouchers by dropping in to see us on Wednesdays or Sat-

urdays, 10–11am, at 9 Northumberland St or email  

dunedincitytoylibrary@gmail.com.  

We’ve made some positive changes this year thanks to a 

successful year of fundraising and a generous grant from 

the Department of Internal Affairs. We have a revamped 

website, an online toy catalogue and some fantastic new 

toys.  

A huge thank you to all our members who helped out at 

sausage sizzles and other activities. We raised over $1000 

for the toy library and we couldn’t have done it without you!  

The latest purchases can be viewed on our website and 

Facebook page and include a great wooden play kitchen, 

Magformers robots and sand and water toys.  

We welcome new members – it is a great way to get to 

know other families. Join online or pop in to see us!  

—Meagan Stephenson  

Pine Hill School principal Melissa Ward settling into her 

new office. 

 
School donates to 

local NEV services  

Lois Vendeol (2) enjoys playing with toys 

at the Dunedin City Toy Library. 



 

 

• p7 

Come down to register or call 477 8812 

Pensioner worried about her home 
A NORTH East Valley pensioner is worried about her home and be-

lieves the Earthquake Commission (EQC) has not investigated land 

movement at her property since the floods in July. 

Anna Milliken (65), who lives on Montague St, says she has been 

fighting for months to get an accurate report from EQC on her nearly 

1ha hilly property, where a massive slip still remains untouched since 

the July floods and September rains. 

Anna says she called EQC last month to advise them that posts in a 

retaining wall by her house had pulled away from their original posi-

tion and that the area was damp and wet, which suggested an un-

derground waterway.  

“I am worried about the house. I am worried they have not investi-

gated land movement. They need to be measuring to see if it’s mov-

ing.” 

A new report from EQC in October acknowledged there were five 

different slips and that future loss or damage to the land and buid-

lings was certain or very likely if no remedial work was undertaken in 

the next year. 

However, some things in the new report did not appear to be specif-

ic and she was unhappy with the language used, Ms Milliken says. For 

example, she felt EQC was not acknowledging her retaining wall, which 

they referred to as “some railway irons” in their report. 

A settlement of $21,000 was offered to fix one of the landslips but this 

“might just cover the cost of designing the support structure and Dun-

edin City Council consent, but will do little to cover the costs of remedi-

al work”, she says.  

In October the Otago Daily Times reported Anna had been told the 

total clean-up bill could reach $200,000.  

In the meantime, the main house on the property is still under a  

dangerous-building notice issued by the Dunedin City Council. 

An EQC spokesman says the commission appreciates the impact the 

storm had on Ms Milliken and are sympathetic to her situation. “We 

are doing everything we can to settle Ms Milliken’s claim and are  

assisting her through the process.” 

 Ms Milliken is still in discussions with EQC about her settlement.  

For landslip damage houses are generally insured by EQC up to a  

maximum of $100,000 +GST and are covered on a replacement value 

basis. Cover is limited to land under, and within 8m of, homes and 

outbuildings and land under or supporting main access ways. There is 

some cover for bridges, culverts and retaining walls that are necessary 

to support or protect the home, outbuildings or insured land.—Julie 

Howard, Valley Voice reporter 

A SMALL Love the Lindsay group has been meeting to look at 

ways to protect and promote our lovely Lindsay Creek. Projects 

and ideas the group have been working on include stormwater 

education, clean-up days, and an app and brochure for the 

Lindsay Creek discovery walk.  

If you would like to be involved in this wonderful-and-worthy 

team, please do get in touch with Anna Parker at the Valley Pro-

ject via anna@northeastvalley.org or message through the Val-

ley Project Facebook page to register your interest. 

—Kaitrin McMullan 

Give the Lindsay some more love  

Pensioner Anna Milliken stands in front of the massive slip which 

still remains untouched in Montague St. Photo: Julie Howard 

News from the Valley Workspace 

DO YOU need to do some work on your car to get it ready for a 

WoF or to keep it running efficiently?  

The Valley Community Workspace has a hoist and space to do 

basic car repairs and maintenance. Talk to Ian about using the 

hoist on ian@dspace.org.nz or 022 649 8123. 

Coming up to Christmas and the holiday season the last day for 

the bike workshop this year will be Saturday 23 December and 

will reopen on Saturday 6 January. 

Normal hours for the bike workshop are Tuesdays 3.30pm to 

6pm and Saturdays 9.30am to 12.30pm. 

Please do not leave donated bikes outside Allen St. Contact  

Peter on 027 379 4388 if you have a bike to donate. 

mailto:anna@northeastvalley.org
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WITH SUMMER 

almost here, and the kiddies 

wanting to splash around in the 

creek, I thought that as a special 

end-year-challenge I would at-

tempt to demystify recreational 

water quality (the quality of the 

water you play in, not that you 

drink – at least not on purpose). 

As usual, this ended up being 

more difficult than expected. 

The bacteria Escherichia coli, or E. 

coli as it is more commonly 

known, is one measure of water 

quality, and Otago Regional 

Council (ORC) measures the 

amount of the E. coli in Lindsay Creek once a 

month. E. coli is a mostly harmless group of 

bacteria that live quite happily in intestines 

(ours and other animals’) most of the time with-

out causing any trouble. If there are high levels 

of E. coli in the water it is not the E. coli itself 

that we need to worry so much about but ra-

ther what it indicates: poo. And there are other 

bugs in poo that can make us sick, like parasites 

such as giardia and cryptosporidium, or bacte-

ria like campylobacter and salmonella. The rea-

son levels of these other bugs aren’t measured 

is simply that it is much more difficult, and less 

reliable, than measuring E. coli. 

ORC has sometimes measured high levels of E. 

coli in Lindsay Creek in the past – so where 

does it come from and should we be worried? 

This is where it gets tricky.  

Firstly, no one knows exactly what is causing the 

occasionally high E. coli levels, or in other words 

where the poo is coming from. The farms at the 

top of the valley are hardly intensive dairy 

farms; some people have suggested it is the old 

sewerage network leaking into the stormwater 

pipes. (One could almost imagine it coming 

from the ridiculous amount of dog poo on our 

footpaths that ends up in our stormwater.) 

Secondly, rivers and streams are usually tested 

at or near their lower end to give a picture of 

the whole catchment. ORC tests the Lindsay at 

the North Road bridge where the creek has a 

full load of North East Valley soup from our col-

lective stormwater pipes. If the problem is leaky 

sewerage pipes then we can assume that the 

water quality improves the further upstream 

you go. In fact, an ORC study a few years back 

showed that water quality was much better at 

Bethunes Gully than North Road bridge. 

Thirdly, the bugs that can make people sick can 

be contracted from many places including con-

taminated food and people. For most bugs it 

can take up to 12 days to start feeling sick after 

ingesting them (and up to 25 days for giardia). 

Most people who get sick have been in contact 

with many different potential sources over that 

time so it is almost impossible to pin an illness 

on recreational water contact. 

Fourthly, even if nasty bugs are around, wheth-

er a person gets sick or not is dependent on 

their individual susceptibility. People whose 

immune systems aren’t so flash, including preg-

nant women, need to be a little more careful 

than most. 

We’ll certainly be splashing around in the creek 

this summer, so what can we do to minimise 

the (already relatively low) risk of catching a nas-

ty bug from a Chingford Park or Bethune’s Gully 

creek exploring session? I asked the Southern 

DHB and ORC and it really comes down to tak-

ing notice of the environment around you. This 

applies to any river or stream: 

 Stay out of the water for at least 48 hours 

after heavy rain, since rain brings all sorts of 

undesirable stuff into the stream through 

our stormwater drains. Wait until the stream 

is back to a normal flow. 

 Swim or splash around in clear water – give 

it a wide berth if the water looks murky or 

smells funny. 

 Keep an eye out for toxic algae Phormidium, 

which looks like dark brown velvet covering 

the rocks in the streambed. This has never 

been reported in Lindsay Creek, but you 

might spot it elsewhere, and it’s best to stay 

out if you do. More importantly, keep your 

dog out – this algae is really toxic to dogs. 

So, armed with that knowledge, I wish you all a 

happy and healthy holiday season! I’ll be back 

next year with more Nev-ology stories looking 

into science-related topics about our local area. 

—Helen Jack, North East Valley scientist 

ology NEV- Splash safely in the creek 

Children enjoy playing in the creek during a CreekFest event. 



 

 

Holiday crossword with North East Valley clue 

 

Campervans discouraged  
NEW SIGNAGE 

at Baldwin St 

has been in-

stalled as part 

of work to in-

crease safety at 

the tourist 

hotspot. Dune-

din City Council 

transportation 

engineer Blair 

McKeever says 

the previous 

signage had 

been in place for several years and was in poor condition.  

The new signs discourage people, especially those in campervans, 

from driving up the ‘steepest street in the world’. As well, new signage 

along North Rd is making it easier for visitors to find the street. 

The council is aware of concerns about traffic and pedestrian safety 

on Baldwin St. The work forms part of improvements the council is 

undertaking to make the street safer for both residents and visitors. 

“The main concern is about tourists driving up Baldwin Street, particu-

larly in campervans. We’re working through design options for safety 

improvements to the street and will be consulting the community on 

these options next year.” 

Coffin Club proposed 

AN IDEA to start up a Coffin Club in Dunedin is not mor-

bid, but a celebration of life and a chance for people to 

save money for their families. 

Christine Edwards says a TV show about a Coffin Club in 

the North Island inspired her. “I just thought it was the 

best idea in the world and that Dunedin should have its 

own Coffin Club.” 

“It’s about celebrating life rather than a morbid thing 

about death. Hopefully it becomes a social thing where 

people get together and share life stories.” 

Christine says she approached North Dunedin Shed 

members about the idea and they were keen to help 

people build their own coffins. 

The hope is to make the coffins as cheaply as possible 

with the main cost being in purchasing the wood to con-

struct it. The North Island club had been spending about 

$250 per coffin for materials as opposed to $2500 for a 

bought coffin “at the cheaper end of the scale” she says. 

An enthusiastic quilt- and dressmaker, Christine says she 

is keen to help people line their coffins as well as deco-

rate them in any way they want. 

She is calling for people interested in either making their 

own coffin or helping others to make a coffin to get in 

touch with her via email on  

keepcalmandsew2014@gmail.com. 



 

 

for families, kids & 

teens 

–
–

–

–

 
NEV 

community  
garden  

working bees 

top paddock behind North 

East Valley Normal School 

 
Sunday 10 December 

1pm-4pm 
 

Saturday 16 December 
 9am-noon 

 
Sunday 24 December 

1pm–4pm 
 

Saturday 30 December 
 9am-noon 

 
Sunday 7 January  

1pm-4pm 

–

–

–
–

fitness & health 

–

 

 Dalmore  
Reserve  

community 
garden 

At the reserve entrance on 

Allenby Ave 

 
 

Every Saturday 
1pm–2pm  

 church services 

Salvation Army, 43 North Rd, community worker only, Mark O’Donnell  

Sacred Heart Catholic, 89 North Rd, Mass 9.30am 

Glenaven Methodist, 7 Chambers St, 11am 

Pacific Island Presbyterian, 160 North Rd, English 11am on 1st, 2nd and 

3rd Sundays; Cook Island 9.30am; Samoan 11am, 4th and 5th Sundays 

Anglican: St Martin’s, 194 North Rd,  10.45am 

St Thomas', Raleigh St and Pine Hill Rd, children & family service, 4.30pm, 

3rd Sunday  

Opoho Presbyterian, 50 Signal Hill Rd, 10am 

NEV Presbyterian, 224 North Rd, 9.30am cafe service 

St Mark’s Presbyterian, 304 Pine Hill Rd, 10am 

NEV Baptist, 270 North Road, 10.30am. 

Crossword answers 

Crossword supplied by North East Valley aspiring puzzler 

Tiddy Smith. Tiddy maintains website crypticclues.com 



 

 

Classifieds and community notices (for non-profits) 

–
–

further education 

–

 

 

art, craft & music 

–
–

community groups 

–

–

trading corner 

 

 

 

Want health, wellbeing  
and relaxation? 

 

 

Yuan Gong Qigong exercises are 

easy to learn, effective & enjoyable 
 

 

All welcome 

 



 

 

holiday hours 

Driven for Results? Contact me today 

 Wendy 
Bowman 

Committed to 
achieving  the 

 best results 
for you  

   474 7070   
 027 609 7599   

   wendy.bowman@harcourts.co.nz   
  wendy.bowman.harcourts.co.nz   

Reminder: The Valley Project office is 

closed during school holidays: 

16 December to 27 January 2017 

 

Bar open from 11am daily 

Bistro open Wed–Sun 

Lunch: 11.30am–2pm 

Dinner: 5–8pm, 5–9pm Fri & Sat 

Ph: 473 0373 

 

 

Merry Christmas from  
Richard & Susanne  

at the Normanby Tavern 

 

 

The Normanby Tavern 

and Bistro  

 

 

Valley Project 

THE TAMARIKI at Opoho Playcentre love to jump off boxes, 

hang upside down on the monkey bars and swing high until 

their toes touch the sky.  

Thanks to a generous grant from the Bendigo Valley Sports 

and Charity Foundation our outdoor play areas have been 

made safer for these great physical pursuits with 30 cubic me-

tres of new bark chips.  

It took three working bees to dig out the tired old compacted 

bark chips and spread the fresh ones. As is the Playcentre way, 

everyone chipped in, tamariki working alongside their parents 

and other family members to get the job done.  

Many a local Dunedin garden has benefitted from the spent 

bark chips, ensuring nothing went to waste. 

Opoho Playcentre provides a supportive play-based early child-

hood experience for children aged up to 6 years, where par-

ents and children play and learn alongside each other. For 

more information contact opoho@playcentre.org.nz or call 473 

0819.—Ondine Godtschalk  

Opoho Playcentre families chip in at one of three working bees to 

improve the outdoor play areas for children at the centre. 

‘Best kids party ever’  

Chipping in at playcentre 

Amadeo Enriquez-Ballestero delights children with exciting science of explosions at this year’s community 

Halloween Party. What an amazing event organised this year by Eliza McMullan and Adam Johnson along 

with their many wonderful volunteers, who helped out with everything from face painting to sausage 

sizzles, candy floss, archery tag, a science show, ice cream, coffee and, of course, all the lovely costumes 

that came out to dance and play. It was “the best kids’ party I’ve ever seen,” Angus Matheson said on Fa-

cebook, and I’m sure everybody would agree with him. Thanks to: Signal Hill Studios, Megazone, Unity 

Sound, Deep Creek Deli, North East Valley Normal School, Grid Coffee and Blacks Road Green Grocers. 

https://www.facebook.com/amadeo.enriquezballestero?fref=mentions

