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Driven for Results? Contact me today 

• continued on page 3 

ALMOST 1.5 TONNES, or 18 cubic metres, of 

weeds were removed from North East Valley  

during this year’s Valley Spring Clean event. 

Also on its way to responsible disposal was a van 

full of e-waste, 200 litres of paint destined for re-

use, a skip and a trailer load of general household 

waste and uncounted amounts of waste taken 

away to be re-used by somebody else. 

A steady stream of an estimated 300 people 

came and went from the Valley Project communi-

ty rooms and carpark, dropping off waste, weeds 

and joining in with children’s activities. 

Weed-busting coordinator Simon Noble was 

thrilled with the day, with almost 40 people join-

ing in on the weeding. 

Most were removing weeds from private property 

with about six people joining the ‘weed tour’ run 

by the Dunedin City Council. 

Weeds removed by the tonne 

The carpark is a hive of activity during the 

Valley Spring Clean (top), weeders clear out 

gorse and fill wool sacks (middle left and 

right) and the team on the Dunedin City 

Council weed tour (bottom left). 



 

 

The Valley Project is a registered charitable organisation 

If you like what we do you can donate at www.givealittle.co.nz/northeastvalley Valley Project  

office hours: 

10am–2pm 

Tuesday–Friday 

Closed Monday & 

school holidays 

A NEW social group 

starting in Pine Hill will begin as 

a small, informal group for local people 

who are new to the area and those who 

are supportive of them, as well as providing 

a way for people to connect with their com-

munity. 

An initiative from the Valley Project in col-

laboration with Pine Hill School and the 

community, the group will meet in the 

school’s library on Thursdays from 1.30–

3pm. 

Group facilitator Keri Eastwood says it will 

be an opportunity to learn new skills, share 

your own skills and have fun getting to 

know your neighbours in a relaxed environ-

ment. The time we spend together will be 

positive, re-affirming and supportive, she 

says.  

“Members will be invited and supported to 

share their culture, experiences, percep-

tions and aspirations for themselves and their family members. 

“We can begin this process by sharing chai and kai, cultural games and stories.” 

“I hope that members will gain skills to further participate in their local community and increase their personal confidence in this 

sort of non-threatening way.” 

Project 
NEWS 

 

Pine Hill social group to help connect 

Pine Hill Social Group facilitator Keri Eastwood (right) making name tags at the first 

meeting of the new group in the Pine Hill School Library. The group meets weekly on 

Thursdays, 1.30–3pm. All welcome, it is totally free and child friendly with snacks and 

drinks provided. 

Good and bad wheelchair access around the valley 

NORTH EAST Valley receives a mixed report for 

its accessibility for wheelchair users and disa-

bled people. 

Some parts were very good, such as the num-

ber of tactile crossings on the eastern side of 

the valley, as well as good access to the super-

market and pharmacy, says Rorie White. 

Rorie, who uses a mobility scooter to get 

around and can walk only very short distances, 

undertook the accessibility report during his 

time with the Valley Project. 

There is lots of room for improvement, he says, 

including access to the community rooms. Get-

ting a wheel chair into the rooms is difficult, 

especially with the gravelled carpark. The pas-

sageway is also not wide enough to allow wheel-

chair access to the disabled toilet. 

Other areas of concern were the western side 

of North Rd which is “very rough and bumpy. 

“This side of the valley is terrible, it’s awful to 

drive up there—you are going up and down 

steps. It wouldn’t take much for someone in a 

wheelchair to get stuck.” 

Access to shops was mixed, with some being 

easy to access, such as the Gardens New World, 

but some very difficult. 

Rorie will be presenting his report to the Valley 

Project executive board and has plans to also 

pass it on to the Dunedin City Council. 
Rorie White 



 

 

• continued from page 1 

473 6066 
30–32 North Rd 
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KEEN NORTH East Valley gardener Mary Waymouth 

has “really enjoyed” visiting gardens around the 

north Dunedin area and is excited to share them 

with the community in the upcoming ‘Loved, but 

not Lavish, Garden Tour’. 

Co-organiser of the tour, Mary says there is a great 

range of gardens to visit, ranging from well-

established to newly developed gardens. There are 

woodland gardens, flower gardens and gardens 

with an emphasis on growing food and  

sustainability. 

“There will be something for everyone,” says Mary. 

“We have two gardens that show what you can do 

with a small area, that are both beautifully and in-

terestingly designed.” 

There is a fairly large woodland garden planted out 

in a gully in Pine Hill that is “long established, amaz-

ing and immaculately kept”. 

An old garden above the valley has been “totally 

restored and re-shaped”, while another garden is 

only a few years in following a new house build. 

Artist Rod Eales will be opening up her studio garden, as will 

keen gardener Karen Chalk who’s garden has a strong emphasis 

on sustainability and growing seedlings. 

Rory Harding’s George Street Orchard is included in the tour 

which has a focus on growing fruit, vegetables, herbs, medicinal 

plants, chickens and mushrooms. His blog describes his garden 

as aiming “to grow many of the foods we like to eat in a way 

which captures atmospheric carbon, builds soil, increases biodi-

versity and blurs the distinction between ornamental and utilitar-

ian.” 

A list and short description of all the gardens is provided with 

your ticket. The tour is self-directed. Choose to visit as many – or 

just a few that take your fancy – of the gardens as you wish. 

A list of valley eateries will also be included to encourage tour 

goers to have their morning and afternoon teas and lunch in the 

valley as well. 

Garden tour tickets cost $10 per person and are available at the 

Valley Project office, Bloomin Gorgeous, Black’s Road Green Gro-

cer and online (follow the link from the Valley Project’s Facebook 

page or website). School-aged children are free. 

The tour is a fundraiser for the Valley Project and all proceeds 

will go back into our community and is on Sunday 28 October 

from 10.30am–4.30pm. 

NEWS community Wide variety of gardens for tour 

 

Coffee and cake 

North East Valley resident Sue Marshall will be sharing her urban, “no grass” 

garden on the ‘Loved but not Lavish Garden Tour’ as an example of what can 

be done in a small space. 

THEY SPENT their time removing weeds above the 

cemetery at the Opoho sports ground. Gorse, broom, 

banana passionfruit and blackberry bushes were 

among the weeds removed during the day. 

For Simon, the day of community weeding was a small 

step towards his “ultimate dream of an urban national 

park” across Dunedin with better tracks, connections 

and a high quality environment. 

OpenVUE (Open Valley Urban Ecocanctuary) educator 

Clare Cross says children took part in creating their 

own cat scarers, bird feeders and planters. There was 

also seed swapping, a sausage sizzle and e-bikes on 

site. Mitre10 sponsored the wool sacks for the  

weeders and potting mix for the children’s planters. 

The event was supported by Te Ao Tūroa funding from the city council.  

Organisers are now keen to continue the mahi and build momentum on improving the envi-

ronment in the valley. If you are keen to get involved contact the Valley Project office on  

473 8614 or project@northeastvalley.org. 

Making cat scarers during the Valley 

Spring Clean. 

Valley Spring Clean a great success 
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A POTLUCK 'Pitch-a-Passion' 

this month will be a series 

of short presentations on sustainability, biodi-

versity and community resilience projects in 

North East Valley and Pine Hill, including both 

actual or potential projects.  

Join us for interesting conversations over sim-

ple delicious food. Some of the pitches al-

ready lined up include presentations about 

zero waste, Kiwi Bottle drive, and do-it-

yourself cleaners and body products. 

We’ll be hearing about how did the Valley 

Spring Clean went and what would you like to 

see next time? Find out what 'weed 'n seed' is 

and how have bikes been modified locally for 

people with visual impairment?  

If you'd like to do a five-minute presentation 

on an environmentally-focused initiative 

you're passionate about please contact Kris-

ten on kbracey62@gmail.com to outline your 

topic. 

Otherwise, just come along with something 

yummy for the potluck to the Valley Project 

community rooms on Thursday 18 October,  

6–8pm.—Kristen Bracey 

NEWS community 
Pitch-a-passion potluck evening 

WITH THE arrival of spring, pipe 

work is being finished on the  

Signal Hill ridgeline and starting 

lower down the hillside.  

The Dunedin City Council is 

grateful for everyone’s patience 

with what is inevitably disrup-

tive work. 

New watermains mean better 

flows for fire-fighting, fewer 

burst pipes and improved wa-

ter pressure.  

The new wastewater pipes will 

reduce overflows in heavy rain 

that cause manholes to pop up 

and run into Lindsay Creek. 

The work includes better foot-

paths and pedestrian cross-

ings, some new crossing points 

and cycle-friendly mudtank 

covers. 

Water and wastewater pipes 

have been replaced in Warden 

St, Opoho Rd and Farquharson 

St, and work on the road and 

footpath should be finished by 

mid-October.  

Meanwhile, the replacement of 

water and wastewater pipes in 

the area from Blacks Rd to Cal-

der Ave started in mid-August. 

Work in Gillespie, Marquis and 

Balfour Streets should be done 

by November and Grey, James 

and Royston Streets should be 

finished by the end of the year.  

Pipe replacement in Dalmeny 

St, Primrose Bank, Calder Ave 

and Longworth St is likely to 

start around November. 

For more information, go to 

www.dunedin.govt.nz/

nevrenewals or  

contact the council on 477 

4000 

or at nevrenewals@dcc.govt.nz. 

Pipe renewal updates 

Low vision and electric bikes might appear to be mutually exclusive, but Valley Com-

munity Workspace member Steve Ward was up for the challenge. 

Following his work on a bright yellow quad and tow-behind electric bike he was able 

to take Helen (pictured), who is “virtually blind” and who has not ridden a bike for 

over 60 years, on a bike ride around Christchurch. 

Now she is going out on picnics and shopping using the bike and trailer instead of 

the car. Companion biking is a great way to get people out on bikes. 

Folk dancing fun for 

young and old dancers 

The Folk Dancing for Fun group enjoyed a visit from Isling-

ton Early Childhood Centre. The children joined in with the 

dancing and it was hard to tell who enjoyed the experience 

most - the under-fives or the regular dancers in the group. 

The folk dance group meets Friday from 10–11.30am at 

the Valley Baptist Church hall. 

mailto:kbracey62@gmail.com


 

 

shop     eat drink 
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VUE open 
Predators leave footprint clues 

Sacred Heart School pupils Isla-Rose and Allen (both 5) 

learning about bird identification. 

CHILDREN FROM the local schools have been identifying different 

predators in their backyards as part of the Open VUE (Open Valley 

Urban Ecosanctuary) education programme.  

We have found many different footprints left by predators in the track-

ing tunnels. Some even left a huge mess of prints after they were 

lured into the tunnel by peanut butter, which is a tasty treat for a hun-

gry possum or hedgehog.  

We're finding some very interesting chew marks with some of these 

predators nibbling their way through the card. We have also taken 

pictures of predators in their gardens, some of which were very deter-

mined to open the smelly can of sardines we left out.  

The children are now honing their research skills by creating bird 

masks and finding out more about garden birds. They are very excited 

to find out which birds are in their gardens and to discover which 

foods the birds love to eat best.  

Keep an eye out for upcoming events where the children will share 

their findings with you.—OpenVUE educator Clare Cross 



 

 

Lots of singing and reading at playgroup 

A NEW music session at the North East Valley Play-

group for 0–5 year olds aims to help parents interact more with their 

children right from when they are babies with singing, dancing, reading 

and interacting with others. 

I was inspired to start the music session after attending a Talking Mat-

ters NZ workshop along with other Dunedin Early Childhood Education 

and Primary School teachers. 

During the workshop we were told that New Zealand teachers have 

been finding that children are not starting school with enough verbal 

or reading skills. They believe this is due to not enough parents talking 

and communicating with their babies, infants and toddlers. 

The organisation is undertaking more research and encouraging par-

ents to start interacting with their children right from when they are 

babies. They suggested singing, dancing, reading and interacting with 

others is one of the best ways to do this. 

So we have started a new music session on Wednesday mornings at 

the North East Valley Playgroup, with the awesome help of Yvette from 

Creations home-based care, who also ran a playgroup and music ses-

sion at the South Dunedin Hub. 

Our playgroup supervisor Billie Drummond and past supervisor Donna

-Marie Darling are also adding in story time throughout our playgroup 

sessions and encouraging parents to use our library of books to read 

to children. 

As always our doors are open 9am–2.30pm on Tuesday and Wednesday for anyone who wishes to pop in with their children.  We 

have lots of different play equipment out each week,  a back yard to adventure in on sunny days, morning tea at 10am, plenty of 

healthy food options offered for lunch at 12.30pm,  free of charge (thanks to KiwiHarvest.  We often have extra food to give out to 

any attending caregivers to take home for children that attend. 

We will also be catering for our former tea lady, Alison Gibson’s eightieth birthday this month. Alison was our volunteer tea lady with 

for over 20 years.—Amy Souquet 

school 
NEWS 
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Donna-Marie Darling, left, and Billie Drummond are excited 

about bringing more music and reading into sessions at the 

North East Valley Playgroup. 

Playground work underway 

IT IS exciting to finally see work 

starting for plans for a new 

playground at North East Valley 

Normal School, says principal 

John McKenzie. 

The school raised almost 

$12,000 at a fair held “some 

years ago”, which organisers 

had been keen to see go to-

wards extending the play-

ground. 

The plans for the playground 

include tunnels and a small 

amphitheatre which will be 

able to be used for classroom 

activities, small shows and 

maybe even some assemblies. 

“It will be a great addition to 

the school.” It is hoped work 

will be completed by the end of 

the year. 



 

 

trade directory 
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Ph Marco at Family Works 
Buddy Programme 470 0840 
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North Dunedin 

Dakin Electrical 
 
 

* Guaranteed Electrical Service 
* Reasonable Rates 

* Pensioner Concessions 
* Domestic and Commercial 

 
 
 

Ph: 473 7981 
88 Selwyn St, NEV 

027 4322 381 

 

A-Team Maintenance 
Home/Building Repairs 

& General Maintenance 

Marty Hillerby 
Builder/Joiner 

25 Cardigan St 
North East Valley, Dunedin 9010 

M: 027 6000 404 
a-teammaintenance@outlook.co.nz 



 

 

FOLLOWING OUR call for interest in joining the 

North Dunedin Community Patrol I’m  pleased 

to say that this volunteer group received several 

enquiries from members of the public interest-

ed in joining. 

Just to refresh, the community patrol assists 

police with its Prevention First policy, together 

with monitoring areas of concern through re-

ported crime, public events and assisting with 

emergency management. They are another set 

of ‘eyes and ears’ for police and they are seen as 

a valuable asset. 

Police are currently dealing with numerous 

complaints from a local primary school that has been struck with graffiti 

on various signs around the grounds and on the school roof.  

Not only is this intentional damage, but the offending person or persons 

are unlawfully in an enclosed yard and when located can expect to be 

prosecuted for both offences.  

The graffiti was carried out by way of a particular protest however this 

clearly crosses the line of what is acceptable and above all, legal. 

For those of you driving on North Rd between the hours of 8–9am this is 

a timely reminder to monitor your speed, especially in the areas of the 

child care centres and schools. Recently a number of people have been 

issued infringement notices for excessive speed and driving through 

stop signs.  

Children on foot, scooters or talking are not paying too much attention 

at times when crossing the roads and if there is a stop sign at the inter-

section with North Rd, STOP. These signs are there for a reason and they 

are not to be confused with a give way. There is a difference. 

Continuing with North Rd, the Road Policing Group which is based at 

North Station recently carried out spot checks of vehicles with child 

seats. This was not so much for enforcement, but about educating driv-

ers in the correct fitting of these seats with the end result being to keep 

our mokopuna safe.  

The death or serious injury of any child is a tragedy, and even more so 

when it can be prevented with the use of simple and widely available 

equipment like child restraints. For information regarding correct fitting 

of childrens’ car seats contact Plunket, Baby  On The Move or Sitting Safe 

(Mosgiel). 

Finally, if an offence has taken place where your property has been dam-

aged or stolen by way of a theft or burglary, please report it to the police. 

I hear through various sources that offences have taken place in various 

locations around North Dunedin and there is no record of it.  

If police are not aware of these offences taking place we cannot do any-

thing about it. A new system of reporting crime was due to go live last 

month where all external calls to police stations will go directly to a 

Crime Reporting Line. 

For any of you new to the valley area, although fully occupied, the North 

Dunedin Station does not have the facility to take complaints via the foy-

er and is not open to the public. 

For any emergency, a phone is available on the wall beside the main 

door which will direct you to police communications or you can contact 

the Crime Reporting Line as previously mentioned. 

Get to know your neighbours and stay safe on our roads. 

—North Dunedin community constable Brendan Thomson 

COP 
that 

Community constable 

Brendan Thomson 
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BRIEF 
in 

Drivers needed 

Yams go in at gardens 

Wetland restoration 

Standup Comedy at Inch 

Graffiti at school 



 

 

Looking for a new canine family  

member?  

We foster and re-home dogs that have been 

left unwanted at the DCC Pound. 

Each dog is registered, micro chipped, 
vaccinated and will be de-sexed. We ask  
adoptive owners for a donation of $230 
towards these costs. 

Foster homes needed. All essentials 

provided, fully fenced sections required. 

Visit: www.dogrescuedunedin.co.nz or 

phone 03 486 2311. Find us on Facebook! 
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services community 
S U P P O R T  Y O U R  L O C A L  C O M M U N I T Y  &  B U S I N E S S E S  

Valley  
Copy  
Centre 

convenient 
local 

support your community 

Print or photocopy at the  

community rooms 

262 North Rd 

voice@northeastvalley.org 

 

Dr Hamilton is 
warmly welcoming 
patients into his  
new centrally  
located practice  

on Albany Street. 

Albany Street Medical Centre 
477 8812 

29 Albany St, North Dunedin 

Dr Matthew Hamilton 

To register come down or call for more info 

Welcoming New Patients 

Thrilled book of photographs published 

David Murray and Meg Davidson were thrilled to finally get the hard 

copy of a book of Hardwicke Knight’s photographs which they helped 

to publish. 

VALLEY RESIDENTS David Murray and Meg Davidson have 

published a book featuring work from a former Dunedin 

photographer Hardwicke Knight. 

The book features photos taken during the 50s in Britain by 

Knight before he emigrated to Dunedin in 1957 to take up a 

job as a medical photographer. 

Hardwicke was best known in Dunedin for publishing compi-

lations of early photographs of the city. Many early photos of 

North East Valley are included in the Hardwicke Knight Col-

lection which Hardwicke sold to Te Papa in 1991, including a 

Muir and Moodie 1912 photo of the Presbyterian Church 

now for sale.  

A large part of the work for David was finding out where the 

photographs were taken and the names of buildings and 

people in them. It couldn’t have happened without the inter-

net, in particular Facebook groups with historic interest in 

particular areas, he says.  

Hardwicke Knight: Through the Lens is a collaboration between 

David and Meg in North East Valley and the publisher Sean 

Naghibi in London. 



 

 

fitness & health 

 

–

–
–

–
–

 

further education 

–

 

art, craft & music 

–
–

–

 

community groups 

–
–

Classifieds and community notices (for non-profits) 



 

 

Classifieds and community notices (for non-profits) 

–

–

trading corner 

–

–

for families, kids 

& teens 

–

–
–

–
–

–

–

 

 

 

Want health, wellbeing  
and relaxation? 

 

Yuan Gong Qigong exercises are 
easy to learn, effective & enjoyable 

 

All welcome 
For class times or private sessions 

contact Jay 027 584 4537 
www.bodymindqi.com 

 

–
–

 

 church services 

Salvation Army, 43 North Rd, community worker only, Mark O’Donnell  

Sacred Heart Catholic, 89 North Rd, Mass 9.30am 

Glenaven Methodist, 7 Chambers St, 11am 

Pacific Island Presbyterian, 160 North Rd, English 11am on 1st, 2nd and 

3rd Sundays; Cook Island 9.30am; Samoan 11am, 4th and 5th Sundays 

Anglican: St Martin’s, 194 North Rd,  10.45am 

St Thomas', Raleigh St and Pine Hill Rd, children & family service, 4.30pm, 

3rd Sunday  

Opoho Presbyterian, 50 Signal Hill Rd, 10am 

NEV Presbyterian, community rooms, 9.30am, first, third and fourth Sun-

days, cafe service, contact Cameron Sinclair on sinclairs@snap.net.nz 

St Mark’s Presbyterian, 304 Pine Hill Rd, 10am 

NEV Baptist, 270 North Road, 10.30am. 

 

 

 

Belleknowes Golf Club 
 

Green fees $15 
(after 4pm $10/player) 

 

Come & enjoy our fantastic 9-hole golf 
course on Lawson Street 

Spectacular views over the city 
Secretary, Christina King, 467 9499 

–

–

–

–

–

–

–
–



 

 

 Wendy 
Bowman 

Committed to 
achieving  the 

 best results 
for you  

   474 7070   
 027 609 7599   

   wendy.bowman@harcourts.co.nz   
  wendy.bowman.harcourts.co.nz   

Reminder: The Valley Project office is 

closed during school holidays: 

16 December to 27 January 2017 

 

Bar open from 11am daily  

(open from 3pm Mon & Tues) 

Bistro open Thurs-Sunday 

Lunch 11.30am–2pm 

Dinner 5–8pm 
 

 

Kiwi Poker League 
7pm Thursdays 

 

 

The  
Normanby Tavern  

 

EXTENSIVE RENOVATIONS at the BMX track at Forrester Park mean the track is not only now faster, 

but the maintenance work required has been halved. The Dunedin BMX Club have spent $140,000 

improving the track, including asphalting three corners, adding in a steeper starting ramp and add-

ing a jumping pro straight. 

Previously the corners were limed, but rain would wash the lime from the top to the bottom and 

would require maintenance up to four time a year. The newly asphalted corners are also faster to 

ride. The starting ramp height has now been doubled to meet international standards. It is very 

steep, so the club have also included a smaller, less steep, com-

munity ramp. 

The track has been created with a dual role in mind to provide a 

competitive BMX racing environment but also to provide a free 

riding experience for cyclists of all ages. 

Club president Brent Rutherford says it has been an exciting 

time and the club will be hosting the BMX South Island Titles 

next year with more than 300 riders expected. 

“The track has been designed by the club and constructed by a 

loyal group of volunteers who have donated thousands of hours 

of their time, and machinery, to achieve a fantastic result. 

“Without the generous support of local businesses and commu-

nity funding group the dream of providing this facility could not 

have happened.” 

The BMX season starts after the school holidays with club night 

on Thursdays starting at 6pm. The club has race bikes and hel-

mets available to hire for new riders wishing to try the sport. 

More details at dunedinbmx.nz or their Facebook page. 

what’s on 
pitch-a-passion 

–

coffee and cake 

–

garden tour 

–

Pine hill social  

–

$140k upgrade for BMX track 

Riders enjoying the upgraded BMX track at Forrester Park which now features asphalted corners, 

an international grade starting ramp and a jumping pro straight. 

An aerial view 

of the 

upgraded BMX 

track 


